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St. Andrew’s Anglican Church 

Pentecost 2020 

 

 

Dear Beloveds of God, 

 

These last ten weeks have certainly not been easy but the Spirit has been working within us and around 

us weaving us together as church even though we cannot be together in person. We are engaging with 

scripture on Zoom on Sunday mornings in ways we never have before. We are praying (out loud & 

extemporaneously) together in a way we never have before. Our youth are meeting online in a way they 

never have before. God is meeting us right in the middle of our frustrations, exhaustion, our loneliness, 

our parenting (thank you Emily for the newsletter article!). We have been recognized as a parish 

creatively engaging in liturgy and mission by the creators of the Pillar and Cloud Initiative which has 

never happened before. Thank you for your faithfulness! 

 

On this Pentecost Sunday, the Spirit happens. Since the days of the prophet Joel, it had long been 

promised that God would send God’s Spirit upon all people. All people . Not just the priests, or the very 

holy, or the ones who’d got it all together. As part of God’s work of restoration, the Spirit would pour 

upon the old (who will dream dreams!), the young (who will be people of vision and truth), the slaves, 

the women and the children: all people. And in that room, when the disciples were all together, the Spirit 

came as something like wind and fire: two things that can touch and change you no matter your status, 

race or gender. We in the Okanagan know this about the quality of fire quite keenly. In that moment the 

Spirit happens and Jesus passes the mantle of his very  Spirit to each and every one of the disciples just 

as it has been passed to each and everyone of us in our baptisms. 

In John’s telling of Pentecost it is peace that comes first.  The Risen Christ gives us his peace – a peace 

that has been held through betrayal, torture and murder- which reconciles and makes all things new. This 

peace is given and then Christ breathes on the disciples, that is he gives his disciples his very breath of 

life which is his Spirit. Then he sends them into the world just like God sent him. “Jesus said to them 

again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’” (John 20:21) 

 

Peace. Wind. Fire. 

 

If we had hoped for a situation in which the coming of the Spirit would feel more needed and more real: 

here it is. If we had ever hoped for a way to more fully understand our calling as baptized people:  here it 

is. Our ministries inside the church building, which have been the focus of so much amazing energy, 

devotion and talent, have been withdrawn. God did not cause COVID-19 and yet, like in and through all 

suffering, the Spirit is surrounding us, upholding us and calling us into a new kind of life. If we’d ever 

hoped for something to help our Anglican church shed the remaining tethers of clericalism (not to be 
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confused with the ministry of clergy!): this is it.  Every single one of us is called to be, and given the 

responsibility of being, agents of God’s Kingdom in the world. 

 

We cannot focus our energies on ministries within the church building so God is sending us out into our  

neighbourhoods. 
 

We cannot yet safely receive the body of Christ in bread and wine, so God is calling us to discern the 

Body of Christ, that is who we are as Church and what we are about (1 Corinthians 11). 
 

We cannot do our traditional outreach ministries so God is giving us new questions to ask and the Spirit 

is making new connections for us. For example: 

 

 As the price of groceries go up and COVID surcharges proliferate, how can we work for food 

security in our city and stand with those living on disability, the working poor, the elderly poor? 

 How will we cultivate ourselves as people of Christ’s peace in the middle of incredible stress and 

change?  

 How will we clearly stand for the dignity of every human being regardless of their ethnicity or 

class as racism increases in Canada and in the US? 

 How, in the wake of this pandemic, will we better understand and uphold the interconnected 

nature of our global human life with the natural world? 

 How will we continue celebrate the deep riches of our Anglican tradition together-apart? 

 

We cannot be ‘all together in on place’ like the disciples were that day of Pentecost, but God is 

gathering us to be one church who, all together, are commissioned, blessed and sent. So, as we would 

say each Sunday: 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God 

and his son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

The blessing of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you this day and always. Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ! You have been commissioned, blessed and sent! 

 

 

Keep choosing God’s Kingdom, 

The Rev’d Anne Privett 


