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January 10, 2021 

New Eyes 

Baptism of the Lord – Year B 

Gen 1:1-5 Ps 29 Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11 

Rev’d Pam Wilson 

 

 We have just lived through “one of the darkest days in US history” as President 

elect, Joe Biden said of the events of last Wednesday, January 6, 2021.  We witnessed 

an unprecedented and deeply disturbing coup-like attack by armed protesters on 

the US Capitol building, threatening US National Security, and the lives and safety of 

all who work there.  I feel shocked and deeply saddened by this act of sedition 

causing chaos, suffering and the loss of lives.  Humanity created in God’s image and 

beloved of God is called to be and do so much more! Our US neighbors and the 

whole of the created order is in deep need of our prayers! 

 

Into the darkness of this past week we celebrated Epiphany, the story of the Kings 

following the way to Jesus by noticing a bright light of a star.  Then today, we hear 

about John the Baptist in the wilderness baptizing with water and proclaiming 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  John is preparing the people from the whole 

Judean countryside and Jerusalem, who are going out to him, to be ready for one 

more powerful than he, who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  John signals God’s 

intervention into all of humanity, the beginning of Jesus ministry, by pointing 

forward from the past to God’s promise of a baptism into new life heard in a voice 

from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.”  

 

You are God’s beloved, baptized in the Holy Spirit!  God is drawing the whole of the 

created order out of the darkness to see with new eyes, to nurture new perspectives, 

to be instruments of God’s peace, and signs of hope. Just as with the Kings following 

a bright light in the heavens, Jesus marks the way forward, drawing all of humanity 

into the future to be pilgrims and partake in the coming about of God’s Kingdom on 

earth and in Heaven 
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For the coming weeks we are in the season of Epiphany, a time when each of our 

Sunday readings will reveal more and more of whom Christ is to us. Epiphany is 

about God being revealed to the world around us, about God’s love standing out 

through our words, our actions, and our ways of being. It is a season of revealing 

how deep our divisions are and trusting that in holding the darkness, we will see the 

light. I believe that God calls us to wrestle with the darkness, the sadness of 

suffering and death in a pandemic, the deep divisions causing political unrest, the 

past hurts from broken relationships, the suffering of grief from the loss of a loved 

one, or disappointments when things don’t go as we imagine.  In all of humanity’s 

circumstances, “Jesus offers us inner authority to heal and be set free from what is 

trapping us”(Richard Rohr).  Baptism teaches us that out of chaos and darkness 

comes light, and new ways of seeing. On the banks of the Jordan River in his 

baptism, Jesus descended into the depths of all things, into the waters of chaos and 

made them holy with the promise that we, God’s Beloved will be drawn out of the 

waters of darkness and despair into new life, into seeing with new eyes, a change of 

heart and a new perspective.  It is because of who Jesus is, both human and divine 

living within and among us, that we can live in hope! 

 

Like me, perhaps you wonder how the heck we can keep up all hope in face of what 

is happening in the world right now.  As Christians we know God is with us, God is 

for us, and God is love.  God strengthens, encourages and grants us the grace to be 

ourselves, such that we can stand up for justice, speak out for the oppressed, notice 

and speak against evil, arrogance, patriarchy and all that points to the deep 

brokenness in the world around us.  Through the strength and encouragement we 

offer to one another in our community of faith, we can strive to be beacons of hope, 

light and love and look for all the evidence of God’s promise to make all things new, 

to see with new eyes as we live and pray with Jesus deep in our heart.  

 

Our American neighbors and the whole human family are in deep need of our 

prayers.  Here are some prayers you might like for your prayer time.  Let us pray…. 
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For Peace 

O God, it is your will to hold heaven and earth in a single peace.  Let the design of 

your great love shine on the waste of our wrath and sorrows, and give peace to your 

church, peace among and within nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our 

hearts; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

For Those in Affliction 

Almighty and everlasting God, the comfort of the sad and the strength of those who 

suffer, hear the prayers of your people who are in any trouble.  Grant to everyone in 

distress mercy, relief, and refreshment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

A Prayer for Christian Life 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, 

faith; where there is despair; hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 

sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be 

understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we 

receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born 

to eternal life.  

 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


