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People told me this would happen. The closer you get to age 40 the more time starts to change. The days 

are longer but the weeks and months speed by. I turn 37 today and I noticed over this last year just how 

many memories are surfacing and presenting themselves, entirely unbidden, as if my memory is sorting 

through all its boxes and sharing with me the fruits of its quiet, subconscious labour. A very large 

portion of the memories bring me to praise God with much gratitude which is a gift. One of the 

memories that came up in the last week was from a 2009 pilgrimage trip to the Holy Land. We had the 

opportunity to hear from the founder of ‘Kids for Peace’ whose calling was to bring Israeli and 

Palestinian children together to teach them how to see each other, to see one another as brothers and 

sisters- as equals- as children of God. He wanted to give them another narrative and another way to see 

each other in God in the midst of deep religious and political divisions. I remember him saying that he 

imagined a day when an Israeli checkpoint guard would see another person like himself not “just a 

Palestinian” at the end of his gun.  As hate crimes are on the rise in Alberta and Quebec1, as the division 

of “liberal” and “conservative” deepens in our Christian communities, and as we watch divisions come 

to a boiling point in the United States, how we see one another in the midst of division remains 

absolutely crucial. 

 

On this second Sunday of Epiphany, we are gifted with the story of Jesus seeing Nathanael. This is a 

story of reciprocal epiphanies: Jesus finds, sees and knows Nathanael and through being seen and 

known, Nathanael is able to find, see and know Jesus. The life of discipleship is one of reciprocal 

epiphanies as we trust and follow Christ Jesus. God search us out and knows us and calls us as psalm 

139 reminds us this morning. In our reading from the Hebrew Scripture, it takes Samuel three times and 

the wisdom of an elder to realize who is calling him. It takes Nathanael getting past his own assumption 

about where God can and cannot be (surely not in Nazareth!) to realize he’s already been seen. He 

names Jesus as: Rabbi, Son of God and King of Israel. Each of these names speak a revelation and also 

relationship: teacher, Son of God, King. In Bible Study, this lead us to think about and share the names 

we have for Jesus. These names come from our private prayers, our liturgy, scripture and our hymnody: 

“Beloved Friend and constant Companion” 

“Lord and Redeemer” 

“One who enables and equips us for our calling” 

“Saviour” 

“ The Lamp before my feet…” 

                                                           
1 A reported by CBC radio interview with Clinical Psychologist and member of the Center for the prevention for 
radicalization on January 16 2020. 



Some of us did not have words to share but rather the deep, visceral feelings that Jesus evokes in our 

heart of hearts when we think about who Christ is. 

What do you call Christ? What feelings does this name (or names) bring up in you? And if you don’t 

have a name for Jesus, ask him what he’d like you call him.  

                                                    

                                                     Sit with this for a moment, be still and listen. 

Each name we have for God is a revelation and also a relationship. What we call God tells us not only a 

great deal about who God is for us but also a fair bit about ourselves. How we name and understand God 

also tells us a lot about how we are with other people. 

 

“You will see greater things than these. You will see angels ascending and descending upon the son of 

man”. This famous line pulls at the memory of those who listen to recall that time when Jacob 

discovered God was with him, when he saw the very place he was sleeping filled with the business of 

heaven, with angels going back and forth between our world and God’s realm (he described it as a 

ladder).  The great epiphany in our reading this morning is that the space where life flows freely between 

God’s realm and ours is not a geographical location, or a temple building, it is person! You will know 

far greater things than discovering that you are personally known and loved by God, you will see that the 

place where God happens is a person. In Christ God will ‘happen’ in the midst of every facet of human 

life even death itself and that will change the fabric of humanity. 

Christ’s death and resurrection change the fabric of humanity enabling us to share Christ’s very life here 

and now. Christ’s very own Spirit lives within us and His victory over sin and death gift us with 

immense freedom. What we do with this freedom and His life in us is the next question. The Corinthians 

think that this freedom means they can do anything (‘All things are lawful’) and Paul responds ‘but not 

all things are beneficial and if you’re free you actually can’t choose to let your desires dominate you be 

food or sex or anything else’. Paul uses the word ‘you’ in the plural indicating this is not just about 

believer’s personal morality but in fact the body of all believers united in and with Christ. Freedom is 

meant for, and known in, glorifying God who is our deepest desire. Freedom is meant for, and known in, 

seeing others in a new way. We are part of the same body, Christ’s body, and we are called to live for 

the well-being of that body. We are not our own, we belong to Christ and in Him we belong to one 

another. This is a radically different way of seeing other people and when we say the name Christ we are 

naming this revelation and this relationship of deeply shared life. 

Thinking of ourselves as a body is pretty foreign in Western culture and we need only listen to the news 

to hear it (it’s my right not to wear a mask, it’s my right to travel wherever I want…. but boy it’s not 

beneficial!). Just this week I replied to an email asking St. Andrew’s to sign a letter to Dr. Bonnie Henry 

opposing the closure of churches when the bars and shopping malls are open. I declined saying we as 

people of faith should be held to a higher standard of loving our neighbours than the bar or Walmart. We 

are each seen, known and loved by God and in Christ and we are called to live as one body together so 

that in the midst of division and fear the world may see in us far greater things, far greater freedom. 

 

Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


