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In the name of God: Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. Amen. 

 

We all tuned into Biden’s Inauguration this week; it was hard to miss it between the news and social 

media coverage! What did you think of Biden’s speech? How about Amanda Gorman’s poetry? It was 

fascinating to listen to how each orator chose to name the country’s current turmoil, instill hope, and cast 

a vision for the United States. Images, poetry, patriotism, hope, calling…. they all came together in the 

hope of inspiring a nation. So much craft involved in speeches like these and so much careful language 

is required to instill hope and identity in a group of people. 

 

 In light of the speeches from Capitol Hill, it’s even more striking to receive the gospel of Mark this 

morning in which Jesus offers the disciples he is calling just one sentence. There is no grand oration, no 

poetry. How is it, we wondered in bible study, that just a sentence could cause grown, employed people 

to leave everything they knew - their jobs, their families - and follow Jesus. What did they hear? What 

did they see? What did they know in their heart of hearts that made them follow? “Follow me and I will 

make you fish for people”.   

 

John has been arrested as Jesus comes to the region of Galilee. John, we remember, is the prophet that 

bridges the great prophetic tradition in the Hebrew Scriptures to the coming of Christ. John’s vocation 

has come to a conclusion and with it Jesus’ public ministry begins. The time has been “fulfilled”, we 

learn, which doesn’t mean that a certain date on our calendars has arrived but rather that God is ready.  

Jesus emerges from the wilderness and the waters of the Jordan, his own divine nature and purpose 

revealed, proclaiming the Kingdom of God has come near, repent and believe. 

 

So, what on earth is the Kingdom of God? This phrase is used 66 times in the New Testament (and its 

equivalent ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ in Matthew another 32 times). This term is not used in the Hebrew 

Scriptures but finds its roots in the common understanding of God as King who reigns over Israel, and 

indeed the world. Jesus chooses a very tangible term to speak of God’s reign and reality and one that 

would be easily understood by a people living under the rule of the Herodian Dynasty. The Greek word 

we translate as ‘kingdom’ suggests not just a place (kingdom) but the very life and quality of the one 

who rules over it (kingship). The Herodians quite literally built a kingdom that sought to please their 

Roman patrons, acknowledge Jewish tradition, while proving them worthy of their kingly role and title1: 

they rebuilt the temple, constructed a building over the tombs of the patriarchs in Hebron, built the entire 

cities of Caesarea Maritima, Sabaste and Sepphoris. And we think there’s a lot of construction in 

Kelowna! Here is a literal kingdom built with stones and power and patronage hoping to build itself 

                                                           
1 Leslie, J. Hoppe, ‘Exegetical Perspective on Mark 1:14-20’. Feasting on the Word USA: WJKP, 2008. Pg. 289. 



from the outside in. Jesus is proclaiming a reality – God’s reality- that is being built from the inside out. 

People are being built from the inside out to live to the glory and justice of God. This is process that will 

renew the face of the earth. This is a radically different way to think about life, power, purpose, and 

that’s why the word ‘repent’ follows the idea of God’s Kingdom. 

The word repent can get stuck in a very small box (often times the Hollywood depiction of the 

confessional box!) or it can be seen as a way to avert disaster as in the story from Jonah. Repentance 

means something more like a total reorientation; all your assumptions about how things are, and who 

you, encounter God’s own vision for life and for you. This may indeed require some time in sackcloth 

and ashes as you come to terms what was in light of what could be. The Greek metanoia literally means 

‘to turn around’, to turn your whole self around to look in a different direction than you have been 

looking. To turn around and look at God. 

 

That’s what happened that day on the lakeshore. Commentators note that the normal practice was for 

students to approach rabbi’s with their own credentials requesting to be their disciples not the other way 

around2. But here Jesus comes to them and calls Simon, Andrew, James and John who literally turn 

around from their nets to see God Incarnate there. And they hear him call into and out of them a deep 

truth. A better translation of the Greek would be “I will make you become fishers of people”. Jesus 

wasn’t calling them to add another task to their daily to-do list but rather to become the fishermen they 

already are within the reality of God’s Kingdom. Encountering God doesn’t turn you in to something 

you’re not but rather it draws out your very core and reorients what you do to service in God’s 

Kingdom. The paradigm of calling we are given today is that Jesus comes to us and calls both into us 

and out of us the deep truth of our lives which is inextricably bound to the reality of Kingdom of God. 

Jesus is calling and building a people from the inside out who witness to God’s reality and kingship, 

who become like Christ, and in so doing participate in God’s work of renewing the earth. This is, at its 

core the heart of what it means to be the church. And in non-covid times, our sacraments both draw us 

further into this reality while holding it up for us: a beautiful table where all are equal, all are fed, where 

the God who called the disciples on the lakeshore continue to call each one of us to eat and find the heart 

of who we are in Christ. Without being able to gather for our central, sacramental act, we have been 

asked to look for how we witness to God’s kingdom in other ways this year. And there have been many! 

So to help us reflect on this and also engage one of our main vision priorities discerned in 2020 (to 

cultivate each one of us as disciples and leaders), we are going to do our AGM reporting different. I 

invite each one of us to prayerfully reflect on these two questions and send me a few sentences or a short 

paragraph by February 5th. 

1) Where have you seen God at work during the pandemic? 

2) How are you growing as a disciple of Christ during the pandemic? 

Perhaps what were once phone calls to friends has turned into a ministry of calling people who are 

lonely. Perhaps the pandemic has caused you to rethink the priorities in your life. Perhaps you are 

hearing the call of Jesus in a new way. God is building a kingdom from the inside out in Christ and we 

are called not only to seek it, but to choose it, and to be it. 

 

Amen. 

                                                           
2 https://sermonwriter.com/biblical-commentary/mark-114-20/ 
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