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May the words of my mouth and meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

In a recent analysis of the most successful ads on Google, these were the top 5 words that enticed 

potential customers to engage (also known as ‘call to action’ words): get, buy, shop, try, learn, build, 

sign up, discover1. If this is the language that draws us in as a culture, it’s no surprise that the call to 

action given in John’s gospel this morning rings so strangely in our ears: “Unless a grain of wheat falls 

to the ground and dies it remains just a single grain; but if it dies is bears much fruit. Those who love 

their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (12:24-25). Falls, 

dies, much fruit, lose, hate, keep, eternal life. This certainly doesn’t feel like an easily enticing 

invitation. So why would Jesus call us with these words? What is John trying to tell us with this paradox 

about dying and living, losing and keeping life? 

 

As we proclaimed last week, God so loves the world that He sent his only Son yet people choose 

darkness rather than light, people choose separation from God rather than relationship with God. When 

we hear the phrase hate their life in this world it means the world that’s already made that choice, a 

world “alienated from God”2. It was in this world, and for this world, that Jesus chose to break the 

chains of alienation (sin and death) by giving his life on the cross, bringing the very life of the Divine 

into death and so making eternal life possible. This is the paradox at the heart of our faith: death brings 

life and healing, the seed dies to bear fruit, this is how the kingdom slowly grows, how God moves 

among us. Jesus calls us to live in and trust in the same paradox, to hate ‘the life of this world’ so that 

we may live, to allow God’ logic and life to be inscribed on our hearts, a new covenant, as Jeremiah 

identified so long ago. Jesus calls us to follow him so that where he is – in his understanding of, courage 

and obedience in, this paradox- we might also be. 

 

At Bible Study we brainstormed what alienation from God looks like in our world: any place of 

inhumanity (specifically when financial concerns supersede the wellbeing of the most vulnerable like 

refugees); our deep alienation from creation as seen in our climate crisis, the overdose crisis and the 

alienation from ourselves and each other this betrays; our separation from our food production that has 

resulted in factory farming, soil depletion and overuse of pesticides; how rich countries get priority over 

                                                           
1 https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2017/06/06/best-ads 
2 James Ernest “Exegetical Perspective” Feasting on the Word; Year B Volume 2 WJKP: 2008. 



poorer countries in vaccine distribution; the deep individualism of Western culture. What else would you 

name? Our English translation is strong: we aren’t just to ignore these things but we are to hate them, 

that is we are absolutely not to love them, to believe or trust in them, full stop. We cannot love the 

assumptions, systems, actions and decisions that breed alienation from God and from each other. If we 

do, we will lose what is most real, true and good: eternal life. Eternal life, as we learned last week, is a 

relationship, a sharing of the Divine life right here and now that will continue after our bodily death. The 

Greek word for ‘keep’ comes from the root word ‘to guard or to protect’. So we lose our alienated lives, 

the lives of this world, in order to make this sharing of Christ’s life, this abiding in communion with God 

which constitutes life itself, the most important thing.  Alienation from God, as our brainstorm revealed, 

is seen so clearly in alienation from other people and the natural environment. We are called then to love 

– to give ourselves and trust to - those ideas, systems, actions and decisions that make for deep 

communion with God, with each other and with all of creation. These we can say communion things are 

Kingdom things. When I have glimpsed the Kingdom, what John says about the ruler this world being 

cast out has been true. It has been in those moments when the power differential changes, when love 

reigns, when God’s power is seen in weakness, when the first are last, the kingdom is here. 

 

In a world of complex, interconnected systems truly loving the things that make for communion is not 

easy. There are elements in the technology we use every day that have been produced in ways that mar 

the kind of communion to which Jesus calls us.  I had a conversation last week with a mother whose pre-

teen daughter is anxious about climate change and deeply hopeless about the world she is going to 

inherit. We hate these systems but we still participate in them and some days it feels like we can do 

nothing to change them.  So how do we glorify God in a world like ours? John uses the word glorify (in 

Greek doxa) 4 times in our reading.  Jesus glorifies God by revealing God’s nature. God’s self-giving 

love, to the world. We glorify God by revealing Jesus in and through our own lives. This requires an 

awareness of how we participate in the world’s alienation, be it by our possession or our privilege, 

paired with a willingness to allow these ways to die in order for communion to live. We are called to be 

open to judgement and trust in the divine paradox that death leads to life. As we treasured last week, we 

are judged by Love, for love, because we are loved, and it is because of this love that we can trust that 

paradox of life in death. It is because of God’s extraordinary love in Jesus that I found myself saying to 

the mother: “we may not be able to change the system but we can choose to not become it”.  We can 

choose to ‘keep it for eternal life’ so that the world, just as the Gentiles ask in our gospel today, might 

see Jesus.          

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


