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+++ 

 

 

In the Name of our God Shepherd. Amen. 

 

James Rebanks’ book The Shepherd’s Life: Modern Dispatches from an Ancient Landscape begins with 

his memories of being in school where, it seems, every teacher told him to rise up above what his family 

had been for generations, to be better and smarter and go farther than just being a shepherd. It was 

ancient, outdated work and one could do so much better. As you might guess by the title, he didn’t 

follow that advice! 

 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday which we celebrate on the 4th Sunday of Easter every year, marking the 

half way point in our 50-day-long Easter celebration. The model and metaphor of a shepherd may ring in 

our ears a bit like it did for James’ teachers: something ancient and outdated and surely we could find a 

better depiction for the goal for our lives in faith. The most important things we need to know about 

Jesus, John names for us beginning with “I AM” so that we make the linguistic link to when God named 

God’s self saying “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14). Jesus and God are one and so what we know of Jesus 

we know of God. And Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Good, not just in the sense of the opposite of bad, but 

as the Greek word suggests, beautiful, noble, deeply good and true. This goodness is known in Christ’s 

faithfulness: the hired hands run away when there’s danger, the good shepherd stays. Shepherds used to 

sleep between the open space in the pen walls at night to protect the sheep from predators (which is why 

John will later call Jesus the Gate as well). The Good Shepherd stays because God stays and has stayed 

– in love- with the people of Israel and indeed with all of creation since the world began. The Good 

Shepherd stays even to the point of death, and then through death, into life. Christ’s self-giving is not 

suffering for suffering’s sake – this is very important! - but a gift of self which makes real, true life for 

others precisely because of who God is and who Christ is. He is both the Lamb of God and the 

Shepherd. Jesus knows (that is, is intimately a part of) the Father just like Jesus knows us and we know 

Jesus. The Good Shepherd brings us, and indeed all those who can hear his voice, into the that same 

relationship with God. The Good Shepheard draws us into the life of the Divine and it’s from here that 

hear our own call to this steady faithfulness in whatever vocation we are living.  

The Frist Letter of John puts it beautifully this morning: “let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 

and action.” We know love through Jesus laying down his life for us and First John widens laying down 

one’s life to include actions like sharing with those who have nothing. Henri Nouwen widens it further 

saying, “laying down your life means making your own faith and doubt, hope and despair, joy and 



sadness, courage and fear available to others as ways of getting in touch with  Lord of Life”1. Self-

giving is not about the grand, shiny, gestures but rather the everyday courage. It’s the sleeping in those 

open spaces kind of faithfulness that no one sees at night but it makes all the difference. This is what 

James’ teachers couldn’t see in his chosen life. They couldn’t see the rootedness in the land, the 

steadiness of heart and mind and place, all that seems just so prosaic is exactly what we are called to do 

and what we are called to celebrate.  

As our circuit breaker lockdown is extended until the May long weekend and travel restrictions are 

increased, I invite you take a moment each day and lift up to our Good Shepherd the steady faithfulness 

you are practicing.  Maybe it’s mask wearing, being patient (yet again) with someone in our bubble, 

spending yet again too much time on the computer to keep your work team together and inspired, 

making that phone call to someone who lives alone when you know it will be a long conversation, 

whatever you are doing, lift it up each day and celebrate it. Steady faithfulness needs steady celebration 

or it can become too much some weeks. Christ knows you and you know His voice; the Good Shepherd 

will lead you to still waters. Thank you for sleeping in those open spaces. 

 

Amen. 

                                                           
1 Nouwen, Henri. The in the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership.  New York: Crossroads, 1989. Page 61. 


