
Questions  

Easter Sunday 2021 

+++ 

 

Alleluia Christ is Risen! 

The Lord is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

This morning we receive Mark’s telling of the Easter story which we haven’t heard since 2018. Isn’t it 

marvelous that the very first words spoken in this story are a question? The women make their way to 

the tomb saying: “Who will roll away the stone for us?”. Our questions shape our expectations, betray 

our beliefs, curate our thoughts and therefore shape the world we live in. What kind of questions have 

you been asking during covid-19 and how have they shaped your world? The questions we ask and how 

we ask them are incredibly important. God does answer the women’s question today but God’s answers 

are never just an answer (oh it would be that simple!) they are always invitations. Or, we could say, 

when we are able to see, God is always showing us what love looks like and is inviting us to do likewise. 

The women are invited to look and see, to not be afraid, and then go and tell because the answer to what 

they thought was a private question is becoming extraordinary news of hope for the whole world.  

Resurrection is an invitation. No wonder terror and amazement seizes them! The women, we are told, 

run from the tomb and even the Greek is awkward at this point to show us how world- altering and 

word-altering this news is, defying langue yet demanding to be spoken, inviting us to speak. 

Today we proclaim that through Jesus, God received and took into God’s very self all of what destroys 

and defaces our humanity. The absolute worst we could do, God has received, forgiven, loved and 

transformed. We refused God yet again and God said, ‘then I will die with you. I will die with you so 

that you will live, until you live. And then you will live with me: live to fullness of life in this life, and 

live to eternal life in the next’. This action of God, bringing all that is not love into the heart of Perfect 

Love, begins to change the fabric of creation as whole. In Christ’s resurrection, we glimpse God’s vision 

for the whole of creation restored and healed, what we call the Kingdom of God. Love triumphs over 

hate; life over death; hope over despair and Mark’s gospel ends in such a way as if to say: the next 

action, the next question, belongs to you. 

Over this last year, we as parish have been asking very intentional questions which God is honouring 

with invitations. Our vision distilling questions became an invitation to live into three mission priorities: 

Celebrate our Anglican tradition, Cultivate each one of us as disciples and leaders and Connect across 

generations and in relationship as we serve our community. Our Parish Council has been asking how we 

can put Christ’s Kingdom at the center of our parish structure (more to come on this during the Easter 

season). People in our parish have also been asking beautiful questions individually like: What is my 

vocation now? How can use my gifts? What does it mean that God pours out God’s life for us? And God 

is honouring these too. In February, Peter and Wendy Southward (the organic farmers from PEI who 

came to St. Andrew’s last summer) had been asking how they could offer their gifts and they came to 

Church Council with a proposal for an organic co-op with the goals of feeding the economically  

vulnerable in our parish/ those we support in mental health housing, teaching our children how to care 



for the land, and then offering produce by donation to those who can afford to keep the co-op going. 

They key part of this proposal was land. We went out asking and didn’t receive a yes until we spoke 

with the Thomson Family. Not only was their answer yes, but yes to land rent and utility free, yes to the 

use of a secure storage facility, yes to a wash table and cool storage. They will even do the first till of the 

land and put up a dear fence! More than we could ask or imagine! Their answer is a beautiful and 

generous invitation. 

And who could have thought our goal of cultivating would come quite so literally! Messy Church 

families are excited to help and hands will be needed from gardening to veggie washing and delivery. If 

you’d like to be a part of this co-op in any way let me know! If you know someone in our parish family 

struggling to afford good, healthy good let me know. We are going to learn how to do this by the seat of 

our pants which, we could say, is what Christ’s disciples did that Easter morning and have been doing 

ever since. Disciple, of course, means someone who learns and we learn on the go, as we go, to respond 

to the Risen Christ who always goes before us. 

Mark ends his Easter gospel precisely so the next action, the next question, belongs to us. What 

questions are you asking? How are they shaping who you are and how you love? As God honours your 

questions may you respond to God’s invitation with joy and thanksgiving and be ready learn by the seat 

of your pants. Alleluia! 

Amen. 

 


