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Holy God, holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us. 

 

Some churches across the country have made headlines this week mounting an “Easter Protest” as they 

plan to gather for worship without restrictions despite Health Orders. This is the most backwards witness 

we as Christians could hope to offer the world right now and it’s all done in the name of ‘rights and 

freedoms’.   

 

Today we gather to see and grapple with God’s freedom on full display in Jesus on the cross. John’s 

gospel is very clear that Jesus freely chooses to lay down his life for the world God so loves.  God’s 

freedom – from the creation of the world, to the incarnation, to the crucifixion – is always kenotic and 

always used to bring life.  Kenotic is the Greek word for self-emptying, a pouring out of life so that life 

happens. God’s freedom is always used to bring life and healing, to bring us into relationship with Him, 

to bring life out of death. It’s God’s freedom, offered in immense love and at immense cost, that makes 

us “children of God” (John 1:12). Created in the image of God we are called to live in God’s likeness, in 

this same kind of freedom. 

Yet we struggle so deeply with this way of being free and so very often we choose false freedoms 

instead. As Rowan Williams has written: “ idolatry is not so much the worship of things but the worship 

of myself – the reduction of God to the scale of my wants and comfort.”1 We see this portrayed in 

scripture as the disciples fall asleep in Gethsemane, Judas betrays Jesus, Peter denies him, in whole 

system of the Empire: we seem unable to consistently use our freedom for things that make for life. 

Sometimes we are overwhelmed by addictions and mental ill-health and our agency leaves us and other 

times we just plain choose to reduce God to the scale of our wants and comfort just like these churches 

are doing. 

 

The true Easter protest is today and it is this extraordinary free act of God who takes all our sin, all our 

false freedoms - idolatry, greed, hate, fear, death- into the very heart of the Trinity where its power is 

broken and from where we will be raised to a new kind of life in a new freedom. This is the truth that 

stands in front of Pilate, the Truth that will set us free.  Free to use our freedom to bring life to others 

and help them see and know the Divine image within themselves. 

 

Amen   

                                                           
1 Rowan Williams, Candles in the Dark: Faith, hope and love in the time of pandemic. London, SPCK: 2020. Page 33 



 

 


