
 
Sunday May 2, 2021    St. Andrew’s, Okanagan Mission 
 
JOHN 15:1-8 
 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit 

he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I 

abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the 

vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does 

not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide 

in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

 

 
Jesus says”   “I am the Vine and you are the branches. “     
 
Viticulture.   Jesus’ hearers would have been familiar with this metaphor he uses, of 
the interdependence between vine and branches, of the farmer carefully pruning to 
train the branches to grow where they will be most fruitful.  
 
In John’s gospel this teaching about the vine and branches is part of what is called 
the “farewell discourse”, part of Jesus’ long speech to the disciples right before his 
death.  He is preparing the disciples to live in new relationship with him after his 
death and resurrection, his return to God.   The author of John’s gospel is re-telling it 
for disciples in the “Johannine community” 70 years later, and now it directed at us, 
much later disciples.  John’s community was struggling with how to be church in a 
new time, after the destruction of the Temple, when there was a split between the 
newly adapting Jewish synagogue community and the newly adapting Christian 
community.   Jesus’ teaching here was meant to be a comfort and reassurance to 
disciples worrying he is leaving them…and therefore it is a word of comfort to John’s 
community in transition.    Centuries and  generations later, to us in our own time of 
change and transition as a church, it is reassurance.    What does Jesus say about 
who we are as a Christian community?  How is Jesus present with us now? 
 
“I am the Vine and my Father is the vinedresser”.   The source of our relationship 
with Jesus is the relationship between Jesus and the One he calls “Father”, a 



metaphor for the close intimacy shared between the Source of all Being and The 
Word of God.   How often Jesus says:  “I and the Father are one”.  
 
To call God the “vine-dresser” draws on one of the most ancient images of God, the 
Creator in Genesis, “in the beginning”.  God is “the Gardener”, the vinedresser, the 
One who nurtures and tends things so they grow well.  (This is a good thing to 
remember as St. Andrew’s embarks on your new ministry of the farm: gardening is 
one of the ways we are made in the image of God, the Gardener.  I hope that for the 
Synod prayer day on May 14, when we are asked to be involved in an act of 
creativity, you send in a picture of some of you out gardening on your farm). 
 
God is the vinedresser.  Jesus, as the Vine, is dependent on the initiative and care of 
God, the farmer. 
God is pruning for the health and productivity of the vine and branches.   Startling 
image, we may experience that as scary to the branches, as we ask ourselves “are we 
bearing fruit?” But I do not think this is about judgment, as we may fear; it is about 
the growth, growth in God’s kingdom, preparing for fruitfulness.    
 
 Jesus says to the disciples “You have already been pruned by the word I have 
spoken to you”.  The Greek word for “pruned” and for “cleansed” are the same word 
here.   Jesus says we as disciples are pruned by his word!  The Word.  The very 
process we are engaged in here, every time we gather for worship, reading scripture 
and interpreting it for our current situation, discussing it and hearing it anew as we 
wrestle with God’s word together. Interesting to think of that process of hearing the 
Word in community as part of God pruning us, preparing us for what we need to be 
fruitful disciples.     
 
Pruning is a radical process.   I watched in amazement a month ago, on my usual 
daily walk, as a large group of labourers cut the 5 foot high cherry saplings they 
planted a year ago down to a few inches.   The field looked like dead stumps!  Now, a 
month later, those short stumps are sprouting multiple branches.  Drastic pruning 
results in fullness, thriving, expansion.      Pruning is a helpful metaphor for me 
pondering the changes in the church at this time, in the pandemic and beyond.  What 
is God up to! 
 
I remember my father, an agriculturist (my parents met in a horticulture class!) 
teaching me to prune roses, to find the nub of a thorn pointing in the direction I 
wanted the branch to grow, and pruning just above that, so that nub was where the 
growth would happen.  The pruning trains the plant to grow in a certain direction, to 
gain best access to the sun.  It is worth pondering how God’s word prunes us.   The 
word of forgiveness frees us.  The command to love in community redirects us from 
say self-aggrandizement and towards service, cuts off our greed and coaxes us into 
sharing, snips off our consumerism and spurs simplicity and gratitude.  How do you 
experience God’s word as “Pruning” for fruitfulness? 
 



With God as the farmer tending the garden, Jesus can then say to the disciples  “I am 
the Vine, you are the branches.”   And then Jesus says “Abide in my as I abide in you”.   
Jesus uses the word “Abide” 8 times in these short 8 verses!  The Greek word here 
means to “remain”, to “dwell in”.      It is the same root word which John the 
evangelist uses at the beginning of the gospel;  “The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us”.  
 
I am intrigued by the work of a group of contemporary John scholars who trace the 
movement of understanding of the disciples from “God’s presence is in the Temple” 
to “God’s presence is in the person of Jesus” and then the experience of John’s post-
resurrection community that the presence of God is in their midst when they gather, 
that they themselves as community are now the dwelling place of God.   
 
This vine and branch abiding image is expansion of  Jesus saying  “In my Father’s 
house are many rooms”, household, dwelling images.   In John’ s gospel, “the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.”   Jesus is God dwelling in our midst.    God’s 
dwelling moves from the Temple to person of Jesus, and then after the resurrection, 
moves to be in the gathered community of disciples.  Us!! 
 
Mary Coloe traces the relationship of this “abiding” language to this understanding 
of the presence of God dwelling in us.   Jesus says “I abide in the Father and the 
Father abides in me”  and then invites us “Abide in me, as I abide in you”.     The 
repetition of this in these chapters of John’s gospel is almost hypnotic and dizzying.   
 
In John’s Gospel the purpose of Jesus coming in our midst is for those who believe to 
become children of God, to draw all people into the same close relationship with 
God that Jesus shares.  All through the gospel Jesus has spoken of the intimate 
relationship between Jesus and the Father.  Jesus dwells in the Father and the Father 
in Jesus.  What is new in this metaphor of the vine and branches is that the disciples 
can also participate in this “divine indwelling” because of their mutual indwelling in 
Jesus:   “Abide in me as I abide in you”.      “Make your home in me, as I make my 
home in you”.     
 
This is a radical, transformative invitation.    After the resurrection, John’s 
community experienced itself as God’s household, or dwelling place.  The 
community together, gathered, not individuals.    
 
The Vine and Branch metaphor is deeply relational. Branches are extraordinarily 
dependent on the vine.      
 
This image pushes against our societies sense of independence; I think 
“independence” is almost an idol in our society.    Our connection with God, our 
spirituality, we experience as deeply personal and it is, but it is not “individual”; it is 
in community.   The Vine and Branch imagery underscores the communal and 
relational nature of our Christian faith.   
 



I think it is one of the things we are being pushed into re-learning or discovering in 
the pandemic, our need for community.   Across the diocese I hear this, how much 
people miss their community in the church.  Singing out loud by myself is okay, but 
barely;  singing on zoom just doesn’t cut it; I want to be surrounded by the voices of 
others!   
 
“Abide in me, as I abide in you. “ 
 What doesn’t show up in English is that the “you” here is plural.  Needs to be 
translated into a southern accent:  I abide in “You all”.    
Jesus abides in us – together.    
 
This is the source of our community life, this connection with Jesus when we gather.  
This is the source of our discipleship – in community.    
 
So our spiritual life as Church community is to abide, to remain, to dwell in Jesus.  
What does that mean? 
 
How do “you all” abide as a community?  How do “you all” abide in Jesus’ sustaining 
grace?   Instead of saying “you all”, let’s say  “St. Andrew’s”.   How does “St. 
Andrew’s” abide in Jesus?  What forms you as disciples together?   Prayer, worship, 
study, shared mission…. 
 
What in the life of St. Andrew’s helps you abide in Jesus? 
 
And we remind ourselves that the purpose of this mutual abiding in Jesus is not for 
its own sake but for fruitfulness. It is not an inward-looking spirituality, not for a 
church closed in on itself to enjoy each other’s company, but outward, bearing fruit 
for the world,  for the love of the world.    
 
I so look forward to worship to hearing your thoughts on this!   
 
Blessings, 
+Lynne 
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