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In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  Amen.

Good Morning! 

 What a fantastic week of beautiful weather we’ve had with a welcomed touch of rain 
for the thirsty ground where new life peaks up through dry cracks in the soil.  Although I 
look forward to each new season, the excitement and anticipation of Spring is always a 
thrill! Happy Spring!


Well we have been waiting a long time!  Restrictions and lockdowns have been 
disorienting and tiresome and you like me no doubt are tired and looking for the 
pandemic to end.  I am hopeful that as more people are vaccinated the restrictions will 
lighten and we will be together in person soon. For this to happen everyone must keep 
to the restrictions wear a mask, sanitize, distance and not gather in groups.  It requires 
commitment to trust and abide with what the Public Health experts are asking us to 
choose to do. They need everyone to listen to the message to choose to trust, and to 
follow it. There is a similarity here to the message of the Christian faith that God invites 
us to listen to and to trust in God’s call to us to join in God’s vision for bringing about a 
new way of living in the world that of living in the Kingdom of God right now.  In the 
words of Miester Echart 12th century German theologian “God Needs Us!”*


Yes! God needs Us and as we heard in the gospel last week John’s writer was writing 
to a community in chaos and turmoil of temple rebuilding and restructuring. A 
confusing and unsettling time much like we are experiencing in these Covid times.  In 
the reading we heard Jesus saying reassuringly to the disciples to abide in him so that 
they might bear much fruit because he is the vine and they are the branches and a 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it is connected to the vine.  Jesus is preparing 
the disciples that although he is about to leave them, if they continue to stay 
connected to him they can ask for whatever they wish and it will be given to them. 
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Jesus says to the disciples that just as God lives forever in him God also lives forever in 
them and believe it or not God lives forever in us too!  Jesus is telling them he will trim 
and prune their lives so they can live like him and he is inviting the disciples to dwell 
with him and to trust in him so that they can become like him and go out and bear fruit 
that will last.


Then today’s reading ties into last weeks with the word ‘abide’ offering a fuller 
understanding of what Jesus meant with the image of the vine and the branches.  The 
reading connects the word abide with Jesus promise to the disciples that just as the 
Father has loved him, so he has loved them and if they keep his commandments as he 
has kept the Father’s commandments the joy that he has received by following God 
will be in them and their lives will be fulfilled in joy too.   So this morning through Jesus 
words to the disciples we hear Jesus saying to us, rest in me and keep my 
commandments and you will experience fulfilling joyful lives and then just to remove 
any question of a power dynamic, Jesus says to the disciples and to us, you are my 
friends and this is my commandment that you love one another as I have loved you.  
He tells them that he is not keeping any secrets that he has made known to them 
everything that he has heard from the Father. Then he says to them I chose you, I 
appointed you, yes that’s us too, to be my partners my friends and to bear fruit, fruit 
that will last.


From the day of our baptism the Holy Spirit dwells within us and we sense the spirit 
working in us every time we connect with the strong energy of our natural creative 
force.  God needs us and is always at work within around and all about us.  We have 
free and joyful access to this life-giving spirit and it’s gifts of love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control* fruits that will last! God 
draws us into saying yes to expressing the creative gifts and talents we have to offer in 
community and to the world.  A quote from Fredrich Büchner** expresses how the 
offering of our natural gifts changes the world;   “The place God calls you to is the 
place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” God calls us to 
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be friends  God needs us because in the words of Teresa of Avila*** “God has no hands 
or feet but ours.”

The pandemic has given us love and friendship on zoom. It has given us a chance to 
get to know one another to become friends through the many shared experiences of 
bible study, worship, prayer, coffee times, tea and prayers and gardening which 
although we’ve been apart we have grown closer to one other and to God in a 
nurturing community.  Just as Jesus is saying in our reading this morning, we 
experience joy that is being made complete by trusting that God dwells deep within us  
and is among us, even on zoom.  In the truth of that reality we are witnesses to living 
intentionally as true branches  pruned, budding, and abiding in Jesus our center and 
strong foundation.  


We are part of a vibrant, healthy, growing community where the spirit is on the move 
calling us to celebrate God’s love at work in each of us, to cultivate the gifts we are 
given and to connect with one another and with the wider community. God needs us in 
the world!  God needs St Andrew’s community of believers abiding in love and 
centered in an inner life with God.  A community intentionally focused and disciplined 
in a habit of care, and concern.  St Andrew’s community, as our Primate Linda Nichols 
stated so well in her recent letter, is discovering “God in our midst and we have been 
Surprised by the Spirit such that new sparks are flying in our imaginations for the life of 
our congregation”****.  God Needs Us!  Yes! God needs us to stay connected, to dwell, 
to abide in Jesus and to grow, deeply rooted in God’s strong and sure foundation. God 
needs us to keep choosing God’s Kingdom and to live out the fruits of the Spirit love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control in 
our community and in the world!  Yes! God Needs Us!  Amen

*https://www.ssje.org Participation in Love Br. Curtis Almquist.

**Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC
*** (Gal. 5:22-23, NRSV).

**** www. anglican.ca “Be Surprised by the Spirit” 


https://www.ssje.org
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/118728
http://anglican.ca
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“Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
no hands but yours,
no feet but yours,
Yours are the eyes through which to look out
Christ's compassion to the world
Yours are the feet with which he is to go about
doing good;
Yours are the hands with which he is to bless.”
 St. Teresa of Avila


