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In the name of the Holy Trinity, One God. Amen. 

Well, we’ve got a plan. BC released its re-opening plan this week showing the stages to ‘back to 

normal’. I’ve heard excitement, caution and the quieter but ever- present pandemic-time chorus that’s 

been telling us not run right back into things without evaluating that to which we are returning.  As the 

author Christina Baldwin has said of the covid crisis: “we belong to one another differently now.”1 

We’ve experienced separation, isolation and know now just how intimately connected we are to each 

other and to nature. It couldn’t be more clear that we belong to each other. And yet this week we also 

received the horrific news of the discovery of the buried remains of 215 children near the former 

Kamloops residential school, of continued racism, more sexual abuse in our country’s institutions, old-

growth forest logging here in and rising covid case counts around the world.  If we are able to 

(re)discover anything through this pandemic this is it: we always have belonged to each other, God has 

been calling us to belong God and therefore to one another for thousands of years. We just can’t seem to 

hear it and we as humanity have done, and continue to do, so much damage. 

 

And why is that? Why do we struggle so deeply to belong to one another, love one another and the 

world we are given? Our scriptures tell us that it’s been a struggles since the beginning of time, one 

embedded deep in our psyches. The first temptation was, as Rev’d Dr. Scott Sharman has put it,  

 

that of the “ancient serpent to primordial humanity [to be] sold on the right to assert our 

independence and to pull ourselves out of and beyond all feelings of limitation, obligation, 

and servitude -- 'wouldn't you rather be like gods?'. This is a mentality that, unchecked, can 

ultimately lead to all kinds of great evils -- authorized exploitation of the earth, animals, and 

resources; foundation for the colonization of lands and peoples; justification for theories of 

supremacy and domination on the basis of gender, race; and so on… what it really comes 

down to is the fundamental principles that shape our imagination of what it means to be and 

live…2 

 

Or, as the children’s Jesus Storybook Bible puts its: “A terrible lie came into the word. And it would 

never leave. It would live on in every human heart, whispering to each of God’s children: God doesn’t 

love me.”3 

 

Today is Trinity Sunday which, despite the old rhetoric that says it’s the day to bemoan complex 

theology or brush it off because ‘it’s all a mystery anyway’, is the day to learn, celebrate and proclaim 
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just how differently we are to belong to each other. Today is the day to name those fundamental 

principles that shape our imagination of what it means to be and live.  Today is a day to declare the 

boundless love of God for all creation! The doctrine of the Trinity teaches us that the eternal self-giving 

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is what God is. The Trinity is not one God in three ways, but a 

oneness that is relationship. At the heart of the Divine there is difference (we distinguish between the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit) but there is no domination since neither the Father nor the Son nor the Holy 

Spirit is more powerful than the other. There is no domination in the life of God because the relationship 

that is God, is eternal self-giving love. God pour life into the Son who empties life out into the Spirit and 

the Spirit into God and so on. Theologians call this “kenosis” or a self-emptying that constitutes life. 

Others have used the language of a ‘Divine dance’ to describe the oneness that is relationship. This love, 

this dance came into the fabric of time and space in Jesus, and into our very selves through the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  We are drawn into this beautiful exchange of life as we a pour out our 

love and life for the world. Participating in this sharing of life and love is John’s definition of eternal 

life. We participate in God’s life through the Holy Spirit right now and that is the life in which we 

continue after our bodies die. 

This is a massive paradigm shift from that self-sufficient temptation of old, from the self-made 

consumer we know so well in our Western culture. A massive shift from the deep fear that God might 

not love me.  In our gospel reading today, Jesus is inviting Nicodemus into another paradigm which he 

is having trouble hearing. In order to see (understand) the deep renewal of the world God is bringing 

about (the Kingdom) we need to be “born from above." Some translations say “born again”. The Greek 

word has more than one meaning and Jesus means born anew not born again. The Spirit is bringing us to 

birth in a new kind of life, teaching us how we belong to each other. Being born of water and Spirit is 

for John a fulfilling of the prophets: “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will 

cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my 

Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” (Ezekiel 36:25-27). 

The law of John’s gospel, of course, is to love one another like Jesus loves us. 

So being Christian means learning, believing and being this paradigm shift. We are part of God’s eternal 

exchange of life and love which means we are intimately bound together, we are one body in Christ, 

with all of creation. There are good and right limits that teach us life is not about consumption; there is 

there is endless freedom in learning to love all even our enemies. “Knowing God as Trinity is an 

invitation for us,” Scott writes, “ to live in a way that strives to truly be made like God, rather than to 

make ourselves into gods; a call to be taken up into a communion-shaped way of being persons 

ourselves, where we -- like the tripersonal God who loves us -- never exist by and for ourselves, but 

know ourselves only as seated at table with all our interrelations”.4 

 

Amen.         

 
                                                                                                                                   The Rev’d Canon A. Privett 
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