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Happy Thanksgiving! This time last year we were worshipping only on Zoom and many of us were 

making preparations for Zoom Thanksgiving dinners. What a year it has been since then! As a parish, 

much has changed: we have new landscaping, a new sign, a new Kirks & Glens team caring for our 

grounds and buildings and we are newly back to in-person worship. We are also changing at a much 

deeper level: we are growing in faith as we discuss scripture together in worship, we are growing in trust 

as we learn to pray extemporaneously.  We are learning how to grow, harvest, ready a farm-garden for 

winter, and how to give away the vast majority of the 1465lbs of organic veggies that we grew. We are 

learning more and more what it means to keep choosing God’s Kingdom. There is so much for which to 

be grateful on this Thanksgiving Sunday. 

 

While celebrations at the harvest are ancient, the modern Harvest Thanksgiving we celebrate in the 

church goes back to only 1843 when the Anglican priest and poet Robert Hawker invited the people of 

Morwenstow, Cornwall to a special service to give thanks for the bounty of the harvest that year. We 

begin the month of October giving thanks for the fruits of the earth and we end the month with a 

thanksgiving for the harvest of the Spirit (All Saints). Church is how we gather to give thanks, to offer 

up all the fruits of life to Christ who in turn makes it part of His eternal offering to God the Father who 

returns it to us as Love and Life in bread and wine. Church is how we together live this extraordinary 

economy of offering, gift and life. Church is how the Great Thanksgiving (the Eucharist) is lived out at 

every table, in every exchange, in how we keep choosing God’s Kingdom. 

 

This morning we hear familiar words from the Gospel of Matthew: Do not worry about your life, your 

body, your clothes, what you eat. The Greek word we translate as ‘worry’ means something more like 

being deeply divided or pulled apart because of your anxiety or preoccupation with something. Do not 

be preoccupied with your body, don’t be divide within yourself over clothing, don’t let what you eat pull 

you apart. Seek first the Kingdom and these things will be given to you. And that’s the crux of it. They 

will be given. Not in the sense that you’ll win the lottery or magically not a have to lift a finger for your 

daily needs but rather seeking first the Kingdom will turn the way you understand the world around and 

life will become about gift, about what is given, rather than what you have to run after, control and own. 

Just look at splendour of the arrowroot balsamroot in the spring. Don’t live with the deep anxiety of 

‘getting’, with a need for control that manifests as preoccupation, with a pride born of fear that actually 

tears you apart. Seek first the reality of the life and love of God weaving together heaven and earth in 

your midst and then the rest of it will be as gift. The rest will be as gift which means you can hold 

everything else lightly, share it, even give it away freely and live ever-further into the economy of God. 

Just like we have given away most of the vegetables from “The Gift” Farm-Garden. 



And so the words of the prophet Joel ring beautifully on this Harvest Thanksgiving.  God first tells the 

soil to not be afraid and to rejoice and then tells the animals and then finally the people. The first step in 

this prophecy of redemption is the healing of the barren land, the return of the rain, the rejoicing of the 

soil, then the feasting on good food of earth. Just after these verse comes the reading we hear quoted 

every Pentecost about the Spirit being poured upon all flesh, the elders dreaming dreams and the young 

seeing visions. It starts with the soil. 

And so we start with soil, and with the fruits of the earth, and we give thanks so that we will learn again 

that all is given, learn again just how connected the joy of the soil is to our own joy and freedom in 

Christ in the redemption of the world. And we offer it all at Christ’s table as a sign of God’s Kingdom. 

As we will sing at the 10:00am service:  

God, whose farm is all creation,  take the gratitude we give; 

take the finest of our harvest, crops we grow that all may live. 

Take our ploughing, seeding, reaping, hopes and fears of sun and rain,  

all our thinking, planning, waiting, ripening into fruit and grain. 

All our labour, all our watching, all our calendar of care,  

in these crops of your creation, take, O God: they are our prayer. 

 

 

They are our prayer. 

 

Amen. 

 


