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Isaiah 53: 4-12, Ps 103:1-9,25,37b; Hebrews 91:9-16, Mark 10:35-45 
 

 
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit Amen 
 
I chose the Isaiah reading because I was inspired by the poetry and a message that in believing, 
new life and new beginnings emerge out of suffering.  Isaiah is a major sixth century BCE 
prophet and many scholars believe he did not write the whole book himself because there is a 
notable shift in tone in chapters 40-55 where the author’s message is one of comfort and hope.  
In chapters 1-39 the author appeals to the people to repent since the day of judgement is 
coming and God is doing a new thing*.  Although it is not clear, who the servant actually is, it is 
clear that Isaiah’s prophesy is a description of the ‘task’ of the suffering Servant.   In the time of 
today’s reading, the country is desolate, the temple is in ruins and there is no monarchy.  
Known as a portion of the “Servant Song”, Isaiah 53 is written as a message of hope that God is 
coming to release the people barely surviving from centuries of oppressive Assyrian and 
Babylonian rule. 
 
In the previous chapter 52 Isaiah tells us that the suffering Servant shall prosper, he shall be 
exalted and lifted up, and that just as there were many who were astonished at him and his 
marred appearance beyond mortal form so too will the Servant startle many nations and kings 
by what they see and contemplate. Then in chapter 53 it is not clear who is speaking, but it 
seems to be the nations realizing that because the Servant was despised and rejected by others 
a man of suffering and one from whom others hide their faces, they also held him of no 
account. The turning point insight for those in authority is in verse 4 as they see that it was the 
servant who has assumed their infirmities and they accounted him as stricken, struck down by 
God and afflicted.  They admit they were healed and made whole because the servant was 
wounded for their transgressions and crushed for their iniquities and that they like sheep had 
gone astray and turned to their own way such that the Servant bore the iniquity of all.  In the 
end Isaiah tells that by making a Servants life an offering the will of the Lord will prosper the 
Lord will bring about something new and the Servant will be allotted a portion with the great 
and divide the spoil with the strong.  In other words, God is doing a new thing through the 
suffering Servant by redeeming all suffering and making intercession for the transgressors.  The 
work of the suffering Servant changed the old order of punishment for sin and opened a new 
way to joy, happiness and freedom.    
 
The prophesy of Isaiah’s suffering Servant is about taking on the cares and concerns of one 
another.  It is about noticing the suffering of the hungry baby, the couple whose house was 
consumed in fire, or a loved one with a recent cancer diagnosis and bearing the load, sharing 
the weight and leaning into the strong emotions of another’s experience.  It’s hearing what 
Jesus is saying to James and John and what Isaiah is saying.  It’s about deeply knowing what 
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Jesus is telling us when he says that whoever wishes to be great among you must be your 
servant and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave for all.  It’s about heart giving 
not for recognition or gain or in payment.  It is self-giving, meeting ourselves and all of suffering 
humanity heart to heart. It’s about taking time to walk alongside another who is in any sort of 
pain and bearing the load. It is ‘being with’ so as not to be lonely.  That is what God is asking of 
us in these messages from Isaiah and Mark.  God is calling to us to take time away from our 
concerns, from the distractions of the world’s patterns, and to turn to all of creation and away 
from the temptations of the material. We are called to walk with one another, to be as the 
suffering Servant taking on the troubles, shouldering the harsh realities of hunger, 
homelessness, disability, poverty, pain and loneliness. God promises a life of wholeness in a life 
lived in servanthood and God keeps promises as we know from Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
Moses. 
 
What does all this mean for us? 
 
  It is a message of hope! Hope that God Emmanuel is with us all the time in the darkness and 
the light.  That even through all the darkness of our times of despair, hopelessness, and anxiety 
God is yearning to hear us call out, yearning to draw us closer seeking to hear us say as the 
psalmist says: Where are you God…How long must I wrestle with my thoughts? ** God knows 
us.  God knows our troubles and longs to relieve us of them.  God in Jesus, Divine humanity in 
our midst is our suffering Servant the one who knows us intimately and yearns to grant us 
freedom.  
 
God is calling us to share in the suffering God sees and is molding us into constantly choosing 
God’s Kingdom. We see the Kingdom of God all around it’s grief and sorrows it’s happiness and 
joy and God is drawing us to a place where we can be free to dance in the beauty and joy of all 
that God is revealing.  Can we take time to look around? To look at each other see the 
compassionate heart of Jesus, the suffering Servant in one another’s eyes. To look at all of 
creation and see the beauty and magnificence of new growth in nature including the 
reconciliation and renewal of relationships, and the healing of sickness?  The good 
compassionate caring of the living Jesus is happening right in front of us all around us above us, 
beneath us and within us! 
 
The hope of newness, fresh starts, healing of wounds, the joy and gladness of changed 
perspectives and the glory of changed lives. The hope for lightness of heart and mind are all in 
the new bud of the ginger root I found in the kitchen which I buried in the dark soil hoping it 
will grow to be a mature ginger plant.  Growing begins in the darkness of the soil that is 
nurturing the establishing roots and the emerging shoots, as it courageously grows into 
something new!  All I need to do is to pay attention to it, to nurture it, to care for it, to keep it 
from harm, to water it, and to enjoy its growth and beauty.  This is a beautiful metaphor for 
what God is doing now in each of us, among us, and in our community.  We like Isaiah can see 
the light and the goodness before us that is Jesus living here with us. God is always doing a new 
thing and all we are to do is to join in, take part, and choose the Kingdom! 
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Like the great prophet Isaiah, we do well to practice keeping our heart focused on the light of 
the Kingdom of God in our midst.  God yearns for us to lean into speaking about what God is 
doing around us and within us and to notice where we find God’s great goodness working in 
our lives and in the lives of others.  Jesus, God’s suffering Servant is working in us more than we 
can ask or imagine, preparing us for conversations about faith with anyone who might ask.   
God is with us! God will give us all we need!  We are God’s equipment inspired by the spirit and 
learning as we go!   
 
We are God’s people, the fruits of God’s creation and it is by the grace of God in believing that 
we with courage go forth in the name of God, holding the sorrows of our neighbours and 
friends.  In giving of ourselves through the grace of God as God’s hands and feet in the world 
God brings us to wholeness, to the peace which passes all understanding. This is our call and 
this is the call announced by Isaiah that is a turning point to a newness that God only knows 
which we participate in by having the courage to keep choosing God’s Kingdom.   Amen 
 
How can we at St Andrew’s, as a community of believers take part in the role of the suffering 
Servant as it applies to us in our lives?  
 
What might Isaiah ‘s prophesy be saying to St Andrews? 
 
*Isaiah 43:19 
**Psalm 46, 19 
 
 
Theme: 
By calling humanity to join in the bringing about of the Kingdom through sharing the darkness 
of grief and sorrow and the light of joy together, God is promising, a new life in peace, joy and 
freedom. 
 
 


