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The leader may invite the gathered community to offer their own 
prayers silently or aloud, and bring the time of prayer to a close 
by saying one of the following collects . 

 

Gracious God, support us all the day long of this earthly life, 
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, 
the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over,  
and our work is done. 
Then, O God, in your mercy, 
grant us safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OR 

Be present, merciful God, 
and protect us through the silent hours of this night 
so that we who are wearied by the changes 
and chances of this fleeting world 
may rest in your eternal changelessness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Night Prayer 
+ 

 

For use at the end of the day, by a group or individual, Night Prayer 
is based on the ancient office of compline and reflects the simplicity 
and themes of monastic bedside prayer. 
 
Night Prayer invokes the presence of God, whose word and love 
accompany and sustain us through the darkness, enabling us to offer 
prayer for others as we “let go” into sleep, and at the last, into death. 
In Night Prayer, we prepare ourselves spiritually for the night. It 
would be a mistake, however, to see this office as a kind of spiritual 
lullaby that sends us off to a peaceful sleep. Night is not always 
peaceful. Night can be a time of stealth and danger, for when we are 
sleeping, we are vulnerable. We are vulnerable to both external             
forces and to the hidden darkness of our own hearts and minds. In 
sleep this shadow side can stir and rise to challenge us. The biblical 
imagery in Night Prayer affirms the presence of the One who both 
surrounds and fills us and places us within the safe circle of God’s 
love. Our awareness of divine love acts as a catalyst that enables us 
to meet the challenges of night and to grow in faith “even while we 
sleep.” 
 
Night Prayer also offers us a daily discipline that empowers us to 
negotiate the “dark” segments of our life journeys. In Night Prayer 
we learn to surrender conscious control into God’s hands. We learn 
to trust even when we are vulnerable. We learn how to walk through 
the darkness and allow God’s love to transform the deepest darkness 
of our own souls, our most secret faults, and bring us to the light of 
eternal day. In this sense Night Prayer has a profound capacity for 
both personal and corporate transformation. 

The heart of the service is a simple pattern of psalm, scripture 
reading, and prayer. This pattern is preceded by a gathering rite 
which may include penitential prayer, and concludes with the Lord’s 
Prayer and dismissal. 
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An Order for Compline (BAS)  
 

 

The  leader begins, the people responding with the portions in bold type. 
A Territorial Acknowledgement may be offered. 

 
The God of peace grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.  
Amen. 
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
The angels of God guard us through the night,  
and quiet the powers of darkness. 

 
The Spirit of God be our guide,  
to lead us to peace and to glory. 

 
It is but lost labour that we haste to rise up early,  
and so late take our rest, and eat the bread of anxiety. 
For those beloved of God are given gifts even while they sleep. 

 
One of the following penitential forms may be used. 
 

 

Form 1 
 

For the forgiveness of our sins and offences, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord have mercy, 
Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy. 
 

OR 
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The night is quiet. 
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 
all dear to us, and all who have no peace. 
 
The night heralds the dawn. 
Let us look expectantly to a new day, 
new joys, new possibilities. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

Come, O Spirit of God, 
and make within us your dwelling place and home. 
May our darkness be dispelled by your light, 
and our troubles calmed by your peace; 
may all evils be redeemed by your love, 
all pain transformed through the suffering of Christ, 
and all dying glorified by his risen life. Amen. 
 
 

One of the following prayers of intercession may be used. 
 

Keep watch, dear God, 
with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 
pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; 
and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

OR 
 
For the peace of the whole world, we pray to you: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

For those who are weary, sleepless, or depressed, we pray to you: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

For those who are hungry, sick, or frightened, we pray to you: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

For rest and refreshment, we pray to you: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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The Apostles’ Creed may be said. 

I believe in God 
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer 

After a silence, one or both of the following prayers may be used. 

Lord, it is night. 
The night is for stillness. 
Let us be still in the presence of God. 

 
It is night after a long day. 
What has been done has been done; 
what has not been done has not been done; 
let it be. 

 
The night is dark. 
Let our fears of the darkness of the world 
and of our own lives rest in you. 
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Form 2 
 

Dear God, we thank you for all that is good,  
for our creation and our humanity, 
for the stewardship you have given us of this planet earth, 
for the gifts of life and of one another,  
for your love which is unbounded and eternal. 
 

Merciful God, 
we have not loved you with our whole heart, 
nor our neighbours as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
forgive what we have been, 
accept us as we are, 
and guide what we shall be. 

 
O God of mercy, you forgive our past sin, 
you strengthen us in your gift of eternal life you shape us for glory.  
O God of mercy, we thank you.  
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Psalm 4 

Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * you set me 
free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and hear my pray-
er. 

2 “You mortals, how long will you dishonour my glory; * how long 
will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?” 

3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * when I call up-
on the Lord, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * speak to your heart in silence up-
on your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * and put your trust in the Lord. 

6 Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” * Lift up the 
light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * more than when grain and 
wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * for only you, Lord, make 
me dwell in safety. 

 
 

Scripture Reading ( Luke 3:1-6) 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’  
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Readings conclude with: 

Glory to God, 

Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Into your hands, O God, I commend my spirit; 
For you have redeemed me, O God of truth and love. 
 

Keep us, O God, as the apple of your eye; 
Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

 

Antiphon 

Preserve us, O God, waking, 
and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

The Song of Simeon (Luke 2.29–32) 

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; * 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation * 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 
a light to reveal you to the nations * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

 

 

Antiphon 

Preserve us, O God, waking, 
and guard us sleeping; 
that awake we may watch with Christ, 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

 


