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JOY! 

Pentecost 21C  

Habakkuk 1:2-4, 2:2-4 Psalm 119:137-144 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12  

Luke 19: 1-10 

Rev’d Pam Wilson 

 

I speak to you in the presence of God and of the beloved people of God 

Last Saturday was a day of joy and celebration at the garden when a swarm of people from the 

region came together to dig, pull, rake and hoe preparing the earth for a winter of rest.  It was a 

marvelous gathering of all ages, as a Mormon Youth Group gathered among us too.  Many, 

many hands raked and pulled and plowed in anticipation of a new season of growth in the Spring 

and on Friday this week our Messy Church families will gather for thanksgiving Eucharist and a 

final blessing marking the time for the garden to rest.  As Peter and Wendy wrote in their 

beautiful article in The Highway entitled The Spirituality of Gardening this month, the garden 

holds for us the cycle of life.  We are called to this cycle by the Spirit ‘the spark that sets things 

in motion and provides life’.  We are called to rake, hoe, dig and plow the ground of our being in 

preparation for living in the joyful abundant harvest of God’s everlasting and unwavering love.  

So today we are given the gift of the story of Zacchaeus, a very unpopular small man, a Roman 

collaborator as a chief tax collector, who perhaps after doing some digging, hoeing, and plowing 

of his life is very motivated to see Jesus.  

 

By now in Luke’s gospel Jesus has made friends with many tax collectors and sinners.  He has a 

reputation for seeking out and healing the suffering, the blind and the lost.  The story of a blind 

beggar comes just before our gospel story such that the crowd is probably ‘a buzz’ about all that 

Jesus is doing as he enters Jericho nearing the end of his travels on the way to Jerusalem. Luke 

tells us that Zacchaeus was trying to see who Jesus was.  We aren’t told but we can imagine 

Zacchaeus’ great desire begins simply with curiosity, but his shortness hampering him on 

account of the crowd allows him to dart in and out to get ahead and find a certain place in a tree 

to see Jesus as he passes that way.  Zacchaeus is focused to see for himself, and probably didn’t 

expect to encounter Jesus looking up at him in a Sycamore tree.  Jesus however sees him and 

calls him by name to hurry down.  In this profound moment, Zacchaeus hurries down happy to 

welcome Jesus and to stand there midst the grumbling crowd saying he will give half his 

possessions to the poor and to anyone he has defrauded he will pay back four times as much.  

Luke’s point in the story is to show us the great joy Zacchaeus felt standing there receiving 

Jesus’ request to stay with him.  Zacchaeus is seen and spoken to by Jesus and he changes in this 

turning point moment as he seemed to know that Jesus could see in his heart all the digging, 

hoeing, plowing and weeding he was doing.  He saw that Zacchaeus was lost but was now ready 

to be freed from the world’s pattern of greed and status and to put his reputation to rest to live 

fully and freely into the abundance and grace of God’s call, the call of Abraham.  Then Jesus 

says to him salvation has come to this house so you can live in freedom as a son of Abraham, for 

the son of man came to seek out and save the lost.  It was a celebration of Joy that came to 

Zacchaeus that day. 

 

So perhaps like me you identify with Zacchaeus as someone in Herbert O’Driscoll’s words is 

pressured and influenced by things that sway us, engage our energy and demand our efforts only 

to distract us relentlessly from what matters most and by now in the cycle of life we are aware 
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that it takes our full attention to the digging, and weeding within to put them to rest.  In our own 

ways, we are all trying to see Jesus and we pray in hope that he rests in our house too.  As people 

of faith, we know Jesus, God with us is always there! Like Zacchaeus we are drawn to the joy of 

an encounter with Jesus, to be seen as Zacchaeus was and to yield to a fullness and freedom of 

God’s abundant love, and infinite grace. Encountering Jesus happens everywhere all the time and 

this morning as we gather for worship, as Br. James Koester writes, we encounter Jesus God 

with us in the proclaimed Word, the forgiveness of our sins, the breaking of bread, in the wine, 

and the sending of the people.  When we come together in the presence of Jesus in worship, our 

community changes and each one of us changes too, we are not the same as we leave after the 

service today. Like Zacchaeus we are freed from all that is keeping us from living freely and 

fully in a life of Christ, because we are experiencing salvation.  As Zacchaeus discovered we 

cannot come to Christ and go away as we came for when salvation comes to our house 

everything changes! 

 

Zacchaeus went to a certain place to see Jesus and resting in his presence as he passed by, he 

heard Jesus’ call to him. Perhaps you have a certain place, a watch post, where you rest in his 

presence and hear his still, gentle voice within you.  Maybe it’s a special chair you like to sit in, 

or a walk in the woods, a hike to a lookout, in a garden or a circle with others in prayer or a 

special piece of music, a poem, a painting, a sculptor or in scripture, any place where you meet 

and welcome the fulfillment of Jesus promise to find us and free us when we are lost.  Living 

freely and fully is living in the Kingdom of God and that is who we are as a whole people of God 

in community. We welcome Jesus’ call to take our part in bringing about the Kingdom of God 

after all it is our call! 

 

This beautiful quote from Mark Oakley, a compelling, gifted poet and story teller in the church 

today sums up Luke’s message to us in the story of Zacchaeus and our call to be and to spread 

the seeds of the spirit, the Kingdom of God. 

 

‘Like Zacchaeus we all have a little time left on this earth, and the gospel’s grace, like a small 

message of reality brought into your home, into your heart, gives us time for amendment in life 

to make sure we’re living and not just self-justifying or competing.  Zacchaeus ended that day 

with much less of what he had thought was important to being a successful man but with much 

more of what he knew was vital to being a human being, fully alive in love and God.  He was 

poorer that day but free.  Now it’s our turn.’ (Mark Oakley) 

Amen 
 

Since encountering Jesus always changes us maybe a little or maybe a lot what significant 

moment or moments come to mind for you?   You might want to journal about it. 

Theme:  Jesus Emmanuel God with us knows what keeps us from living fully and freely and 

promises to find us and free us when we get lost.  

 

References: 

Koester, Br James SSJE 2016, “Our Coming to Christ Changes Everything”  www.ssje.org 

Oakley, Mark, (2019), “By Way of the Heart: The Seasons of Faith” Canterbury Press p.219. 

www.canterburypress.co.uk 

O’Driscoll, Herbert, (1997) The Word Among Us, Anglican Book Center Year C Vol 3 p.155 

Southward, Peter and Wendy, (2022 October) The HighWay, “Spirituality in the Garden”, 

https://thehighway.anglicannews.ca/ 

http://www.ssje.org/
https://thehighway.anglicannews.ca/

